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JEFF SESSIONS
ALABAMA

Mr. Michael Yeager
Assistant Commissioner

YAnited States Denfe

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-0104

November 3, 2014

Office of Congressicnal Affairs
United States Customs and Border Protection

1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20229

Dear M. Yeager:

I am enclosing correspondence that I received fro
Products. We would appreciate any effort to assist Mr.
regarding this matter would be appreciate

-

m(0)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C

(

6), (b) (7)(C)

y information you may
d so that I may respond to my constituent’s inquiry.

CCMNITTEES:
BUDQET
Renaking Mamber
JUDICIARY
ARMED BERVICES
ENVIRONMENT AND FUBLIC WORKS

Thank you for your assistance. Please respond -(b) (6), (b) (M) (C)1 my Mobile Office

at the following address:

Qlfice of Senator Jeff Sessions
41 West I-65 Service Road North, Suite 2300-A
Mobile, Alabama 36608-1291
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United States Senator
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41 WesT h85 SzRVICE RoAp NORTH Guit1 150
MeopLa, Al 3630B-1 201 MONTUOMERY, Al 38117
{251) 414-3083 (3341 244=7077

PRINTED ON REJYCLED PAPER

VWIREGRASS

Umiren States CouvatHouse, Bume 302
100 WesT TAOY STREET
Dotman, AL 36300
[334) T92=<E24



ice Mokile AL 251-414-3843

NOU-3-22:4 14:83 FROM:UNIGUE FIRE STOP () (6). (o) (N(C) 1024145645 P.1/3

) |Unique Fire Stop Products
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Privacy Act Release
Date /77 -2
Social Security No. (b) (6) (b) (7)(C)
Claim No.
SRC/A No.

Deur Senator Sesslons: (b) (6)1 (b) (7)(C)

I request your assistance in resolviog the problem I am having with (agency)

C usfoms has sei 2zl ity frw@d?‘- DPisase MELF {

Give highlights, necessary dates and locations. Use second sheet if needed.

See tilosheo! Doc. it "HELP

In Keeping with the resirictions of the privacy act, you are authorized to request any
information required to assist me,

3(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

WIOKOIUI®
Home Phone: ( (b) (6)’ (b) (7)(C) Work Phone: (

(b) (6), (0) (7)(C)

Slgnsatores

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
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[Unique Fire Stop Products

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Date: 11/03/2014
To: The Honorable Jeffery Sessions

(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Subject: Qur property Incorrectly coded and seized at Port of Moblle Customs.

UNIQUE FIRE STOP Invented, patented, Ul tesied, bullt & faeliity in Robertsdale, Al. to produca and bring to market our
mechanical sleeve systema to protect life and property. Gur products that have bean compliant with UL standards and guldelines
for aver 20 years with no problems. We have multiple products and muitiple listhgs and ara the only FIRESTOP manufacturer in
the stata, This is our first time to try ta import parts and pleces to be assemblad here at aur plant In Robertsdale, Al

We had planned to inspect the parts, Insert the requirad putty, doc/warn labele and assembly Instructions. At that point [t became
a UL system and would be sold (o cable installers natlonwide. www.uniguofirestop.com eliok on the Smooth Flrastop systam o
see. httpa:Ifwww.uniquaﬂmstop.comlsp.html Our Smoath Firestop deviee [s eur # 1 seller over the years and until the
competition had clreumvented our patents and flooded the markat with slone slaeves, we were doing wall anough to pay the bills.
Wo have always made these slesvas In house except for saveral years ago we bought soma sieevas threugh & Chicago
Distributor, Garvin [ndustries Imported from the seme Chinesa maker. |t wae several thougand sleaves and we gold themn ail,
During the process of salling tham wa wera inspeated by Ul, at least 8 times with ne issues and no tariffe or duties.

As thie problem of “dumping unfolded, | began ta study the M Code manuel and saw nothing even resembling our unigue parts so
my customs Groker Just plcked one labeling us as 1Btalnless Stesl threaded fitings” and it hes & dumpling duly. Wae are not any of
that, So when our product was eelzed and inspacted, the customs agent reclassified it as "pipe’, 1tis not pipe, Itis components of
an unfinished product.

| was told we were going to fall under the dumping laws and would be fined 60% of the value of the praduct They then procesded
to go to my wetslte and calculats VEiug at the list price of & finjshad gystem even though what they had was an unfinished
incomplete bag of parts. So now the ghipment is valued et $280,000. Sixty % of that is $150,000.. The lotal | was invoicad
including the un finished product, shipping and cost of container was about $72,000,

At thig point | hired an aﬂnmaynd he proceeded to get them the correct code # but thay said they and only they
could assign the code.  Then we wers slammed with a "tarlf". The attorney agaln Interceded and it was no longer a problem. But
there was @ naw problem. Then there was the [ssue with the UL merk. We are allowed to apply the abbreviatad mark on ona of
the parts for which | was told | had a variation due to lack of space on the device, Customs deemed (tan Hllegal mark” and agaln
impounded the cargo. | hed UL issus a letter stating It was OK to relsase the cargo "unconditionally” as it was not [llegatly marked.

$o now they have re selzed it again and are assessing duties for dumping. ($244,000. was the latest
assassment) They are also planning fo send tha container to the customs seizure yard In Florida soon. |am
awaliting word on how mugch longer it can stay in Mobile.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)






